
Message Title: Battling Expectations

Introduction: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

1.	 	 	 	 	  expectations

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

The problem with my expectations: they are ____________________

A.	 Expectations of 	 	 	

EXAMPLE: Peter

“Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay 
down my life for thy sake. Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down 
thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not 
crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.” (John 13:37–38)

B.	 Expectations of 	 	 	

EXAMPLE: Martha

“Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain 
village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her 
house. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ 
feet, and heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about much 
serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.” 
(Luke 10:38–40)
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C.	 Expectations of 	 	 	

EXAMPLE: Sarah

“And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This 
shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine 
own bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, 
and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be 
able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.” 
(Genesis 15:4–5)

“Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she had an 
handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar.And Sarai said 
unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from 
bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may 
obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.” 
(Genesis 16:1–2)

“When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, 
Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And 
he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:6–8)

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9)

2.	 	 	 	 	  expectations

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

The cure for my expectations: a change of ____________________

A.	 Expect God’s 	 	 	

“For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 
(Hebrews 13:5)

“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even 
unto death.” (Psalm 48:14)



“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18–20)

B.	 Expect God to fulfill His 	 	 	 	

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:” 
(Philippians 1:6)

“He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded 
that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.” 
(Romans 4:20–21)

C.	 Expect God to keep His 	 	 	 	

Hope changes everything.

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” 
(Jeremiah 29:11)

“For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. 
(Psalm 38:15)

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health 
of my countenance, and my God.” (Psalm 43:5)

“That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments:” (Psalm 78:7)

“And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee.” (Psalm 39:7)

“For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD:” (Psalm 71:5)

“Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.” 
(Psalm 119:114)

“Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in 
the LORD his God:” (Psalm 146:5)

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the 
LORD is.” (Jeremiah 17:7)



“This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the LORD’S 
mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. The LORD is 
my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. The LORD is 
good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is 
good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation 
of the LORD.” (Lamentations 3:21–26)

“Rejoicing in hope;” (Romans 12:12)

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13)

Conclusion: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	


